Medieval Philology Today
Urbino, Dec. 2-4., 2013

Issues and Aims of the Conference

When trying to define philology, and in particular medieval philology,  the diversity and even occasionally the conflict between the personalities of its founding fathers appear to  be  discouraging. Schegel considers philology as “ a liberal study in that it merely seeks to cultivate and form the spirit.”. Jacob Grimm seems to share such an opinion when he claims, in 1829, that he feels the lack of “fruitful idleness”. However, the pioneer of Germanic philology was driven, according to his nephew Herman, by the “impetus to collect facts.” And it is Grimm himself who points to such diversity in attitudes, working styles and research aims when, in a speech in memory of Lachmann in 1851, he states: “We can place all the philologists who have made meaningful contributions into two categories: those who deal with words in the name of things and those who deal with things in the name of words”. He included Lachmann in the latter and himself in the former. 

And yet it is precisely this diversity that hides a common denominator, which is still the foundation and soul of all philological studies: the knowledge of the complexity of human phenomena and the necessity to account for such complexity at a methodological  level in order to understand them. In other words, its original humanistic spirit still breathes in the interdisciplinary heart of philology. 

And it is indeed the humanistic spirit that animates Grimm’s words when in 1831 he recalls his student years at Marburg: 
I would like to praise the spirit that reigned at that time among the students of Marburg: it was fresh and carefree on the whole. Since then the supreme power of the State has intervened more forcefully in the control of schools and universities. In an excessively anxious manner this power wants to guarantee its future civil servants and believes it can do so through a great number of obligatory examinations. I believe that in future the severity of such an attitude should be mitigated. Not to mention the fact that this attitude not only clips the wings of young people who are about to take flight but also places barriers in front of a certain ‘letting oneself go’ that is beneficial for that person’s future, a condition that will no longer return.. It has been proved that, if ordinary talent is difficult to measure, with genius it is impossible. So when the many regulations in the degree courses are enforced, they produce a uniform orderliness which will bring no advantage to the State in difficult times. Everything is too foreseeable and pre-arranged, even in the students’ heads. The term’s work heads uncritically towards the exams, the student is obliged to attend all the lessons for which he has to obtain an exam certificate, lessons which he may not have chosen either because he was not attracted by the professor or because his inclinations would have oriented him towards other courses. But he has practically no time left to attend the lessons that he is not obliged to attend. At least let’s hope that the professors themselves are not told what they have to teach and how they are to teach it!

Thirteen years after the Bologna Process and the consequent rationalization of university courses at a European level, Grimm’s words take on a heart-felt prophetic tone  that questions the entire academic community. This Conference aims at a recognition of medieval philology’s raison d’être today. The philology under discussion will be that of the so-called Germanic languages. Contributions will be welcome that directly or indirectly take into consideration the topics indicated below. 

In 2015 a second Conference will be held that will be dedicated to the philology of other medieval European languages. 

Medieval philology today: suggested themes

1) What it is

· Epistemological foundations, specific scope and methods

· History of medieval philology

· The present state

· Recent trends

· The question of raison d’être: why still pursue philology? What knowledge can it still offer?

2) The relevance of Medieval philology in European university systems

· Has Medieval philology the right to exist in the present university system?

· Political implications and repercussions

· Job prospects

· Must spendibility on the market really be the parameter for assessing the relevance of medieval philology in the university system?

3. AN IMPORTANT FEATURE OF MEDIEVAL PHILOLOGY: INTERDISCIPLINARITY

· Philology and philosophy

· Philology and ideology

· Philology and textual criticism (notions of text, of author …)

· Philology and study of manuscripts, philology and archive-keeping

· Philology and literature (eg. Translation studies, reception theory…)

· Philology and theatre

· Philology and linguistics 

· Philology and historiography

· Philology and editions (paper, digital …)

· Philology and publishing

· Philology and IT

· Philology and graphology

Registration  procedure

This call for papers is addressed to all  scholars of Germanic philology, including Ph.D. students. The website (www.filologiemedievali.it), in three languages, will be functioning by the end of 2012. The site will give details of the conference and links for registration and sending uploads of abstracts of a maximum of 500 characters (blank spaces included).
Abstracts may also be sent by post to the Conference secretariat (see below)  In this case no information of  personal details of the author must be included in the text of the abstract itself. The selection of abstracts sent both by uploading or by post will be anonymous. 

The author sending an abstract by post must enclose the following details on a separate sheet of paper: name, surname, academic position, affiliation, and professional or personal address. This sheet, together with a sealed envelope containing the abstract, must be placed in a second envelope and sent to  the following address:  

Filologie Medievali – Segreteria

All’attenzione sig. Gianmaria Moino

Università degli Studi “Carlo Bo”

Dipartimento di Studi Internazionali

Piazza Rinascimento 7

I-61029 Urbino (PU)

Deadline: for abstracts sent online: 30 aprile 2013

                abstracts sent by post must be received by  30 aprile 2013

Notification of acceptance: 15 maggio 2013.
For further information please contact: 

alessandra.molinari@uniurb.it; michael.dallapiazza@uniurb.it; info@filologiemedievali.it.

Alessandra Molinari – Michael Dallapiazza    

