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Brain Canada Foundation
Turnbull-Tator Award in Spinal Cord Injury and Concussion Research
Application Form

Applications must be submitted by email to Brain Canada (programs@braincanada.ca) before
17:00 ET on January 9, 2026.

	Eligibility and Instructions

	
· Nominees can be any author on an article published, or accepted for publication, between October 1, 2023 to September 30, 2025 and affiliated with a Canadian institution at the time of publication.
· Publication must be an original research article in an international peer-reviewed journal.
· Research topic and findings must be clearly relevant to spinal cord and/or brain injury, including concussion.
· Nominees must be considered an independent researcher at their institution. Such an individual normally holds the rank of assistant, associate or full professor; can initiate and direct their own independent lines of research as principal investigator; has full responsibility for running their laboratories; has full control of their research funds; and is permitted to supervise trainees (if applicable, as per their institution’s policy). Postdoctoral fellows or adjunct faculty are not eligible to apply.
· Nominees must still be actively conducting research in the field of spinal cord and/or brain injury at a Canadian institution for the duration of the award. A summary of the proposed research project and trainee(s) involvement in the project is required as part of the application.
· Self-nominations (limited to one per person) and nominations by a colleague, mentor, or previous supervisor will be accepted. Please note that a publication can only be submitted once per award cycle.

The application consists of the following components, combined into a single PDF, and named TTA2025 – Nominee Last Name_Application.

Parts 2, 3 and 5 of the application will need to be formatted using 12-point Times New Roman or 11.5-point Arial font, single‐spaced, on a letter-size page with 1” minimum margins. Use of a condensed font and spacing is not permitted. Other fonts and font sizes are acceptable for text in tables, charts, figures, graphs and legends only, as long as it is legible when the page is viewed at 100%. 
While hyperlinks can be included, reviewers will not be expected to review any information provided via hyperlinks. Any information relevant to the application should be included within the text of the application.


Part 1: Application Form
Part 2: Research contribution and impact on the field of spinal cord and/or brain injury, including concussion – Maximum 2 pages (excluding figures and references)
Part 3: Lay Summary – Maximum 250 words
Part 4: Publication
Part 5: Summary of proposed research project and trainee involvement – Maximum 2 pages (excluding figures and references)

Please see the Request for Applications for further details.





	Nominator Information (if applicable)

	If this is a nomination, please provide the following information:

	 Name:  
	Email: 

	 Institution: 
	Position (Title) and Credentials: 

	

	Nominee Information

	 Name:  
	Email:

	 Institution: 
	Current Position (Title) and Credentials: 

	 Position/Institution (at the time of publication):




	Publication Details

	Authors:

	Title: 

	Journal:

	Date of Publication (or accepted for publication):

	Citation:

	URL: 



Use of Funds
The funds must contribute towards the salary of full-time graduate student(s) (M.Sc., Ph.D.), and/or postdoctoral fellow(s) enrolled at a Canadian institution and conducting research in the nominee’s laboratory, directly contributing to the nominee’s research in the field of spinal cord and/or brain injury. Please note that: 
· Award funds can be used to support the salary of more than one full-time graduate student (M.Sc., Ph.D.), or postdoctoral fellow enrolled at a Canadian institution, for up to a maximum of two (2) years;
· A minimum of 25% of the total award amount must be dedicated to support the salary of each trainee;
· Awards can begin as early as June 1, 2026, and no later than September 1, 2026. 
Importantly, the nominee and trainee(s) must adhere to the studentship and fellowship policies at their institution. It is the responsibility of the nominee and the trainee(s) to ensure that the total stipend received meets the institutional funding standard. 

The amount(s) outlined in the Budget Details table must equal the total award amount of $50,000 CAD.

	Budget Details

	
	Trainee Status
	Amount - Year 1
	Amount - Year 2 
(if applicable)

	1.
	Please select from the drop-down menu	
	

	2.
	Please select from the drop-down menu	
	

	3.
	Please select from the drop-down menu
	
	

	4.
	Please select from the drop-down menu	
	











	Certification and Signatures




Nominator (if applicable)




__________________________	__________________________	_____________

Name (please print)			(Signature)				(Date)



Nominee

☐   If awarded the 2025 Turnbull-Tator Award in Spinal Cord Injury and Concussion Research, I acknowledge that the award funds must go towards the salary of full-time graduate student(s) (M.Sc., Ph.D.), and/or postdoctoral fellow(s) enrolled at my institution and conducting research in my laboratory. 



__________________________	__________________________	_____________

Name (please print)			(Signature)				(Date)




Senior Author of Publication




__________________________	__________________________	_____________

Name (please print)			(Signature)				(Date)





Delegated Authority of the Nominee’s Institution



__________________________	__________________________	_____________

Name (please print)			(Signature)				(Date)
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